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Scoring Guide for Reading Open-Response
 Section I News Report Question 6

Q6:  Explain why Montreal’s approach to graffiti is beneficial. Use specific details from the selection 
to support your answer. 

Code Descriptor
Blank nothing written or drawn in the lined space provided

Illegible* response is illegible

An illegible response cannot be read (erased, crossed out, not in English, impossible to read).
A comment on the task (e.g., I don’t know).

Off topic/ 
Incorrect*

response is off-topic, irrelevant or incorrect

A typical off-topic response has no connection to the selection or the question.

A typical irrelevant response comments on the topic or only restates the question with no 
support.

A typical incorrect response provides an answer based on a misunderstanding of the question 
AND/OR the ideas in the selection.

Code 10 •  response indicates minimal reading comprehension
•  response provides minimal or irrelevant ideas and information from the reading 

selection

The response provides
•  minimal and/or irrelevant information from the selection

OR
•  a reason why the approach is beneficial with no supporting details, irrelevant details, 

from the selection or details from the student’s own ideas
OR

•  a retelling of events or listing of details from the selection.
Code 20 •  response indicates some reading comprehension

•  response provides vague ideas and information from the reading selection; it may 
include irrelevant ideas and information from the reading selection

The response provides some details from the selection that explain why Montreal’s approach to 
graffiti is beneficial.

The reader must make the connection between the supporting details and why or how the 
approach is beneficial. The reason is implied and only vaguely expressed.

OR

The response provides a reason from the selection supported by limited or vague details.
Code 30 •  response indicates considerable reading comprehension

•  response provides accurate, specific and relevant ideas and information from the 
reading selection

The response clearly explains why Montreal’s approach to graffiti is beneficial and provides 
specific and relevant support for that reason.

*Responses considered to be illegible or off topic/incorrect must be shown to the Scoring Supervisor.
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Student Answer Key
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Scoring Guide for Reading Open-Response
Section I News Report Question 6

Code 10
Q6:  Explain why Montreal’s approach to graffiti is beneficial. Use specific details from the selection 

to support your answer.

Annotation: The response shows minimal reading comprehension. It includes one correct reason or 
benefit (“negative energy into positive energy”) with no supporting details. It also includes an incorrect 
detail (graffiti artists help polititions get votes) and an irrelevant detail (old factories are turning into 
condos which are being put back into use).
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Scoring Guide for Reading Open Response
Section I News Report Question 6

Code 20
Q6:  Explain why Montreal’s approach to graffiti is beneficial. Use specific details from the selection 

to support your answer.

Annotation: The response indicates some reading comprehension. It provides reasons (allows the 
community to have a voice; let the community come together as a whole strengthening Montreal) 
supported by vague details (creating a relationship with graffiti artists, they were able to come to a 
peaceful agreement). The exact nature of the relationship or agreement is unclear.
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Scoring Guide for Reading Open Response
Section I News Report Question 6

Code 30
Q6:  Explain why Montreal’s approach to graffiti is beneficial. Use specific details from the selection 

to support your answer.

Annotation: The response indicates considerable reading comprehension. It provides reasons why 
Montreal’s approach to graffiti is beneficial (turns an energy that might be negative into one that’s 
positive; Allows voices to be heard ) supported by specific and relevant details (“...transformed a dingy, 
beige brick wall…into a six-storey canvas that hundreds stop to admire”).
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Scoring Guide for Short Writing Topic Development
Section III New Course

Writing Prompt: If your school could offer a new course, what would you want it to be? Explain your 
answer using specific details.

Code Description
Blank nothing written or drawn in the lined space provided

Illegible* response is illegible

An illegible response cannot be read (erased, crossed out, not in English, impossible to read).
The response comments on the task (e.g., I don’t know.).

Off topic* response is off-topic, irrelevant to the prompt

A typical off-topic response does not answer the question of the prompt.
A typical irrelevant response comments on the topic or simply restates the question.

Code 10 response is not developed or is developed with irrelevant ideas and information

The response
•  identifies or describes a new course but does not provide an explanation
 OR
•  identifies or describes a new course but provides an irrelevant or generic explanation
 OR
•  provides a negative opinion (e.g., we don’t need a new course) but does not provide an 

explanation.
Code 20 response is developed with vague ideas and information; it may contain some irrelevant 

ideas and information

The response
•  identifies or describes a new course and provides a vague explanation and/or vague details
OR
•  provides a negative opinion (e.g., we don’t need a new course) and provides a vague 

explanation and/or vague details.

The response often requires the reader to make the connection between the support provided 
and what it is intended to prove.

Code 30 response is developed with clear, specific and relevant ideas and information

The response
•  identifies or describes a new course and provides a clear explanation using specific and 

relevant details
OR
•  provides a negative opinion (e.g., we don’t need a new course) and provides a clear 

explanation using specific and relevant details.

*Responses considered to be illegible or off topic must be shown to the Scoring Supervisor.
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Scoring Guide for Short Writing Topic Development
Section III New Course

Code 10
Writing Prompt: If your school could offer a new course, what would you want it to be? Explain your 
answer using specific details.

Annotation: The response describes a course (study a different country...eat the food) but does not 
provide an explanation for why the course was chosen.
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Scoring Guide for Short Writing Topic Development
Section III New Course

Code 20
Writing Prompt: If your school could offer a new course, what would you want it to be? Explain your 
answer using specific details.

Annotation: The response identifies a new course (Hairstyling) and provides a vague explanation (…to 
show my talent and be creative, when I do hair this is a way to express my feelings) for why the course 
was chosen. The reader needs to make the connection between the support provided and what it is 
intended to prove.
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Scoring Guide for Short Writing Topic Development
Section III New Course

Code 30
Writing Prompt: If your school could offer a new course, what would you want it to be? Explain your 
answer using specific details.

Annotation: The response identifies a new course (cooking/baking) and provides specific and relevant 
details (helps with math skills (measurement, unit conversion, and comprehension skills understanding 
a recipe) to clearly explain why the course was identified.
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Scoring Guide for Short Writing Conventions
Section III New Course

Writing Prompt: If your school could offer a new course, what would you want it to be? Explain your 
answer using specific details.

Code Use of Conventions

Insufficient Insufficient
•  response provides insufficient evidence to assess use of conventions

Inadequate Inadequate control of conventions
•  serious errors in syntax, grammar, usage, spelling and/or punctuation prevent 

communication

Code 10 Limited control of conventions
•  rules of syntax, grammar, usage, spelling and/or punctuation are applied without 

accuracy and/or consistency

Code 20 Competent control of conventions
•  rules of syntax, grammar, usage, spelling and/or punctuation are applied with accuracy 

and consistency

Clarification of Descriptors for Conventions
•  Insufficient evidence: The response is fewer than 15 words not including the repetition of the 

prompt.
•  Control reflects the standard of written communication expected by the Prince Edward Island 

Curriculum to the end of Grade 9.
•  Conventions refer to syntax, grammar, usage, spelling and punctuation.

o  Syntax refers to the rules that govern the ways words are combined and ordered to form 
meaningful phrases, clauses, and sentences.

o  Grammar refers to the set of rules governing the use of language. These include correct use 
of verb tense, subject-verb agreement, pronoun use, etc.

o  Usage refers to the correct use of words and phrases.
o  Spelling refers to the forming of words with letters in an accepted order.
o  Punctuation refers to the marks, such as period, comma, and parentheses, used in writing to 

separate sentences and their elements and to clarify meaning.
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Scoring Guide for Short Writing Topic Development
Section III New Course

Inadequate
Writing Prompt: If your school could offer a new course, what would you want it to be? Explain your 
answer using specific details.

Annotation: Serious errors prevent communication: syntax and usage (we like lerned…what they 
do they food…visited so of there cultre); spelling (studing, lerining, differet, cultre, visted); grammar 
(sentence structure).



13

Scoring Guide for Short Writing Conventions
Section III New Course

Code 10
Writing Prompt: If your school could offer a new course, what would you want it to be? Explain your 
answer using specific details.

Annotation: The response shows limited control of conventions. Syntax (trough out the day I would 
want; from other there other classes) and spelling (there, trough) are applied without accuracy.
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Scoring Guide for Short Writing Conventions
Section III New Course

Code 20
Writing Prompt: If your school could offer a new course, what would you want it to be? Explain your 
answer using specific details.

Annotation: The response shows competent control of conventions (e.g., correct sentence structure, 
correct use of commas) despite minor errors (on what, allows, fireman).
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Scoring Guide for Reading Open Response
 Section V Information Paragraph Question 7

Q7:  State a main idea of this selection and provide one specific detail from the selection that 
supports it.

Code Descriptor
Blank nothing written or drawn in the lined space provided

Illegible* response is illegible

An illegible response cannot be read (erased, crossed out, not in English, impossible to read).
OR
The response comments on the task (e.g., I don’t know how to answer this.).

Off topic/ 
Incorrect*

response is off-topic, irrelevant or incorrect

A typical off-topic response has no connection to the selection or the question.

A typical incorrect response provides an answer based on a misunderstanding of the question 
AND/OR the ideas in the selection.

Code 10 •  response indicates minimal reading comprehension
•  response provides minimal or irrelevant ideas and information from the reading 

selection

The response provides
•  only a main idea (vague or specific) from the selection.
OR
•  only one or more details from the selection or a summary of the selection without a correct 

main idea.
OR
•  a main idea with one or more irrelevant details from the selection.

Code 20 •  response indicates some reading comprehension
•  response provides vague ideas and information from the reading selection; it may 

include irrelevant ideas and information from the reading selection

The response provides
•  a correct main idea and one or more vague details (e.g. “endurance and strength”, 

“imagination”, “challenge, skill, beauty and risk”) from the selection to support it.
OR
•  a vague main idea and one or more specific or vague details from the selection to support it.
The response often requires the reader to make the connection between the main idea and 
supporting detail(s).

Code 30 •  response indicates considerable reading comprehension
•  response provides accurate, specific and relevant ideas and information from the 

reading selection

The response provides a correct main idea and one or more specific and relevant details from 
the selection to support it clearly.

•  Responses considered to be illegible or off topic/incorrect must be shown to the Scoring Supervisor.
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Scoring Guide for Reading Open-Response
Section V Information Paragraph Question 7

Code 10
Q7:  State a main idea of this selection and provide one specific detail from the selection that 

supports it.

Annotation: The response provides one specific detail (Ice carving has been a Cultural Olympiad 
event...since 1988) without a correct main idea.
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Scoring Guide for Reading Open-Response
Section V Information Paragraph Question 7

Code 20
Q7:  State a main idea of this selection and provide one specific detail from the selection that 

supports it.

Annotation: The response indicates some reading comprehension. It provides a correct main idea (ice 
sculpting is considerd to be both a sport and an art) supported by vague details (“Sport? Art? With its 
challenge, skill, beauty and risk, ice carving is both”).
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Scoring Guide for Reading Open-Response
Section V Information Paragraph Question 7

Code 30
Q7:  State a main idea of this selection and provide one specific detail from the selection that 

supports it.

Annotation: The response indicates considerable reading comprehension. It provides a correct main 
idea (ice sculpting is a physically demanding form of art that is also viewed as a sport) clearly explained 
(endurance and strength needed; Ice is heavy and the tools used...are also very heavy; Ice sculpting 
is hard work), and supported by specific details (the tools used such as: chainsaws, carving chisels, 
electrical sanders and torches are also very heavy) related to the sport aspect of the activity.


