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n PETS

Companion animal breeding
Separating the good from the bad can help people searching for a certain breed
Marla
Somersall
Animal
Talk
P.E.I. has many breeders of
companion animals who are passionate about their breeds and
who take great care to ensure the
health and well-being of their animals.
As a rule, responsible breeders
welcome you to their facility, are
careful in selecting owners for
their animals and work to ensure
the integrity of their breed.
If you choose this route to find
your next companion animal, it is
important to do your homework
and purchase an animal from a
reputable breeder.
Unfortunately, P.E.I. has its
share of irresponsible breeders,
as well. The P.E.I. Humane Society has seen a steady increase in
concerns and complaints about
breeding operations in P.E.I.
Breeding operations are not licensed, with the exception of pet
retail locations. Concerns about
breeding operations are investigated under the Animal Welfare
Act, focusing on the welfare of the
animals according to the regulations and the relevant codes of
practices, such as the Canadian
Kennel Code.
Animal Protection Officers
(APOs) investigate all complaints
or concerns, assessing the operation based on the designated cri-

COMMUNITY

calendar
Entertainment

The Ross Family Ceilidh is presented every Monday and Wednesday, 7:30 p.m., from June 18 to
Oct. 3 at Clinton Hills, 123 Harding
Creek Rd., Clinton, featuring siblings
Johnny Ross, Danielle Ross and
Stephanie Ross and their mother,
Dorothy Ross. Enjoy fiddling, guitar,
piano and step-dancing. There are
also strawberry sundaes, meat pie
and a pre-show buffet available. The
facility is licensed. Buy tickets online
by phone, or at the door. Call 902886-3080 or go to www.rossfamily.
ca.

Meetings

T.O.P.S. PE #5051 Charlottetown
meets Tuesdays, 6-8 p.m., at the
Sherwood Rec Hall. Call Margaret,
902-566-9991.
T.O.P.S. PE 3715, North River,
meets Tuesdays at the North River
Fire Hall (back door entrance).
Weigh-in is at 5:45 p.m.; the meeting
is at 6:30 p.m. Call Cynthia, 902-5664680.
T.O.P.S. PE809, Hunter River, meets
Tuesdays in the music room, Central
Queens Elementary School, Hunter
River. Weigh-in begins at 6:30 p.m.;
the meeting is at 7 p.m. New members are welcome. Call Cathy, 902628-2069, or Carolyn, 902-964-2417.

VESSEY STUDIOS/SUBMITTED PHOTO

Seized puppies that received care (and have since been adopted) play in the grass.

teria. As, with any pet owner, the
APO prefer to educate the breeder
regarding the requirements of the
act and best practices for proper
care of their animals, and then
follow up to ensure they comply.
They may give the owner an
order to comply based on the Animal Welfare Act, with time limits
or specific requirements if there

n Happy adoption

are more serious concerns. If the
animals are at serious risk or in
poor condition, it may be necessary to seize them immediately in
order to seek veterinary care.
There are many terms used to
describe less reputable breeders
such as backyard breeders, puppy
mills, etc. Regardless of what they
are called or how they get into
breeding, the only way to keep
companion animals safe from
unacceptable practices is to avoid
purchasing them and instead report concerns right away.
Many people feel compelled to
rescue dogs from these less reputable breeders, so they purchase
them to get them out of there.
With two dogs in the back

Need to know
Looking for a responsible dog
breeder? These websites are helpful:
n http://www.humanesociety.
org/assets/pdfs/pets/puppy_mills/
find_responsible_dog_breeder.
pdf.
n P.E.I. Animal Welfare Act:
https://www.princeedwardisland.
ca/en/legislation/animal-welfareact.
n Canadian Kennel Code: https://
www.canadianveterinarians.net/
documents/Code-of-Practice-forCanadian-Kennel-Operations.
n Canadian Cattery Code: https://
www.canadianveterinarians.net/
documents/a-code-of-practicefor-canadian-cattery-operations.

See, FINDING, C2

The Rural Municipalities of Afton,
Bonshaw, Meadow Bank, New
Haven – Riverdale and West River
are invited to a public meeting to
consider options for their future
municipal organization. Choosing
a Preferred Approach, is 6-9 p.m.,
Wednesday, June 20 at the Kingston Legion. For information, go to
https://westrivergrowth.wordpress.
com/
Premiere Toastmasters meetings
are Wednesdays, September to June,
6–8 p.m., in Room 125 at the Royalty
Centre, 40 Enman Cres., Charlottetown. Guests and new members
welcome. Contact jbrewer@eastlink.
ca or 902-963-2888
T.O.P.S. Borden Chapter PE3155,
meets on Wednesdays at the Borden
Legion. Weigh-in starts at about
5:10 with the meeting starting at
5:45 p.m. Drop in and check out this
friendly chapter.
T.O.P.S. #1968, Souris, meets
Wednesdays in the classroom at the
Souris Hospital, 5:45-6:45 p.m. Call
Mae, 902-687-2877.
T.O.P.S. PE 4189 Kensington meets
on Wednesdays at the Holy Family
Parish Centre, 30 Pleasant St. Weighin: 6-7 p.m.; meeting: 7 p.m. Call Pat,
902-432-3813.

Cards/Cribbage/Crokinole
TASHA PERRY/SUBMITTED PHOTO

Dazz (aka Prince Charming), a seven-year-old black lab mix dog, was
adopted in P.E.I. in October 2011 and has since moved to Calgary with his
family. Tasha says: “I could go on forever about his gentle soul and calming
personality, and how he loves to swim, play and cuddle.”

MARTI HOPSON/ SUBMITTED PHOTO

These are puppies in a substandard breeding facility, seized by the P.E.I. Humane Society and subsequently adopted

An ACBL sanctioned duplicate
game is Tuesdays, 7-10 p.m., at the
Haviland Club, Charlottetown, with a
guaranteed partner and fun play, as
well as a mini lesson at 6:30 p.m.
See CALENDAR, C2

n ADVICE

Couple planning a family disagree about adoption
DEAR ABBY: My husband and
I have been happily married for
two years. We both want biological children later, when the
timing is right.
A while ago, some friends
adopted a little girl from Russia. The girl was orphaned and
badly in need of medical treatment. Our friends got her everything she needed and more, and
I was touched by the experience
of watching her develop into a
happy, healthy child.
I realized I had a desire to do
something similar, so I told my
husband I wanted to adopt a
child. He immediately shot the
idea down and said he’d never
be interested in raising a kid that
wasn’t his. It broke my heart a
little. I’m not willing to end my

Abigail
Van Buren
Dear
Abby
marriage over this, but how can
I reconcile my hurt feelings and
not feel resentful? – FUTURE
MAMA IN ALABAMA
DEAR FUTURE MAMA: Your
friends were fortunate because
not all adoptions are successful,
and not all blended families are
happy ones. Be glad your husband
was honest with you and consider
starting your family sooner than
you originally planned – provided you and your husband are
in agreement about the timing.

DEAR ABBY: This has been
bothering me for a while. Why
do people put very old pictures of
the deceased in the obituary? The
people haven’t looked like that for
more than 40-plus years.
When I look at the obituaries
and see the picture, I think how
sad it is that the person died so
young. Then I read the article and
see they were in their 80s or 90s,
and the photo was taken when
they were in their 40s or even
younger. I have seen high school
pictures even.
Close friends and family know
what they looked like when they
died. Do they think they’re fooling
anyone? – CURRENT PHOTO IN
OHIO
DEAR CURRENT PHOTO:
Please don’t jump to conclusions.

I don’t think the pictures are published to “fool” anybody. This is
how the family would like to remember their loved one – in the
full bloom of youth. If it comforts
them, it should be fine with the
rest of us because it’s harming no
one.
DEAR ABBY: What’s the polite way to get guests to leave at
the end of the night? I’m a pretty
direct person, so generally I say,
“Well, it’s getting late now,” or
“I’m tired and would like to go to
bed,” but my husband keeps telling me I’m being rude.
When inviting someone over,
is it in poor taste to ask them to
leave by a certain time? I love that
guests feel so comfortable and
welcome in our home, but my

husband and I work full time and
have a one-year-old. I need some
me time at the end of the day. –
RUDE HOST IN THE EAST
DEAR “RUDE”: A variation on
how you’re handling this would
be to stand up and say, “’John’
and I want to thank you for coming, but we have to work tomorrow.” For a guest to ignore that
cue would be rude.
An almost surefire way to ensure guests are out by a certain
time would be to make clear when
they are invited that the evening
will be “between 7 o’clock and 10.”
Dear Abby is written by Abigail Van Buren,
also known as Jeanne Phillips. Contact Dear
Abby at www.DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

COMMUNITY • MONDAY, JUNE 18, 2018

C2

THEGUARDIAN.PE.CA

n EDUCATION

P.E.I. students busy with end-of-year activities

Montague Regional
High School
Graduation day is June 21.
Grads are expected to come to
MRHS for pinning of sashes at
5:15 p.m. Grads will line up for
the march to the interfaith service at 5:40 p.m. The service will
be held at Hillcrest Church at 6
p.m., followed by a grand parade
to the Wellness Centre.
The grad ceremony will take
place at 7 p.m., followed by a reception in the MRHS cafeteria for
grads, parents and guests.
For more information on endof-year activities, see the school
website under Graduation Information tab.
Check out the MRHS AllStars photo collection, showcasing some of our athletes, by
LG Photography-PEI at https://
lgphotography77.pixieset.com/
mrhsallstars/.
Charlottetown Rural
High School
Prom will take place tonight
at the Confederation Centre. The
procession will begin promptly
at 7 p.m. (weather permitting)
and the dance will go from
8-11 p.m. The Richmond Street
entrance will also be available
for those who do not wish to

HIGH SCHOOL

reports

school from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
on June 27. All books, locks and
uniforms must be returned before
the report card will be issued. Report cards will not be mailed out.

join the walk-in.
Grade 12 students can pick up
their report cards and graduation
gowns at the school on June 21
from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. All texts,
library books, uniforms, etc. must
be returned before a gown or report card will be issued.
Rehearsal for the graduation
ceremony will take place in the
school cafeteria on June 21 beginning at 4 p.m. All graduates
are asked to attend. It should last
one hour at the most. Any student who is unable to attend the
rehearsal must inform the office
in advance.
Also, any student who will not
be attending the graduation ceremony on June 22 must inform the
main office.
The 2018 graduation ceremony
will be held at the UPEI Field
House beginning at 7:30 p.m. on
June 22. Graduates are asked to
present themselves at the CARI
Complex by 6:30 p.m. to ensure
the ceremony will begin on time.
Grade 10 and 11 students can
pick up their report cards at the

Kinkora Regional High School
Final exams for Grade 9 students are June 19 to 21.
On June 22 the grad breakfast
is at 8 a.m. at the home of Payton Reeves in Mount Tryon. The
graduation rehearsal follows at
9:30 a.m. Attendance is mandatory. Report cards and transcripts
will be passed out at this time.
The 56th annual commencement exercises of Kinkora
Regional High School will take
place June 22 at 7 p.m. This is a
public event, and all are welcome.
There are 26 potential graduates.
Safe Grad Night will follow.
Grads are going to the Bell Aliant
Centre, having pizza and snacks,
fun activities, and the full use of
the facilities for the evening. The
Safe Grad bus leaves KRHS at
11:30 p.m.
Grade 9-11 report cards may be
picked up at the school on June 27
between 9-10:30 a.m.
School closes for the summer
on June 29.
The school appreciates the efforts of the parents who provided

n PETS

yard, and even 10 mixed breed
puppies, the owner/breeder
could be making between $5,000
to $10,000 per year. They often
provide no vaccinations, do not
spay or neuter the litter and do
no vet checks for their animals.
These breeding operations may
spread illness, resulting in costly
vet bills for new owners, including some pets already in the
home.
Some diseases are transferable to humans and may infect
purchasers. These breeders have
very little cost and no incentive
to stop, which may result in further harm to the adults and their
future litters. Choosing to walk
away and report a questionable
breeder is one of the best ways to
stop this practice.
How do you know who is a
good breeder?
Ask questions. Good breeders
will check you out and encourage
you to check them out as well.

Colonel Gray High School
On June 13, teacher Jessica
Sheppard, and her husband
Greg, celebrated the birth of their
second child, Wells William at 8
lbs., 9 oz. He’s a baby brother for
Charlie.
Today grads need to return all
outstanding textbooks, library
books and have all fees paid.
When all accounts have been settled, Grade 12 report cards will be
given out by homeroom teachers,
then grads proceed for gown fitting in Rooms 210, 213, 214 and
215. Graduation rehearsal begins
at 11 a.m. in the cafeteria.
Today is the deadline for summer school application forms to
be submitted in student services.
Courses offered are EAL levels
A-D, English 421, 521 and 621,
Co-op Work 521 and 621, Physics
521 and CEO 401.
Summer school runs July 3 to
Aug. 13, 8:30 a.m. to noon, with

the location being at Colonel
Gray.
Prom is on June 19, starting
with a picture at St. Dunstan’s Basilica steps at 6:30 p.m., followed
by the receiving line at Confederation Centre amphitheatre at 7
p.m. Doors close at 8:30 p.m.
Help recognize and celebrate
well-earned accomplishments
at the graduation ceremony by
bringing in a photocopy of all accepted university/college scholarships, as well as awards from
outside agencies.
The grad ceremony is June 21
at 2 p.m. at the UPEI Field House.
Students will travel from Colonel
Gray to UPEI and be bussed back
again.
Safe grad activities will follow
immediately afterwards with
food, prizes, the Sandspit, inflatables in the gym and a hypnotist.
Grads are asked not to miss
the important detail of filling in
a green transcript form indicating which university/college final
marks are to be sent during the
last week of June.
Grade 10 and 11 students can
pick up final report cards on June
27, 9-11:30 a.m. Report cards will
not be mailed out. Any remaining
report cards will be in the main
office for pick up in September.

n Stewardship award

Finding a breeder
FROM C1

the breakfast program during
final exams.
Any grad receiving a scholarship/bursary/award from a university/college or outside group
must forward the school counsellor the email/copy of official
school letter so that this award
may be recognized at graduation.

(See the information box for a
good resource.)
If you have a concern about a
breeder, please report it to the
P.E.I. Humane Society at 902-8921191. All calls are confidential.
Next month in Animal Talk:
Ticks and Lyme disease
Marla Somersall is executive director of the
P.E.I. Humane Society, one of the member
groups of the P.E.I. Companion Animal
Welfare Initiative (CAWI). Animal Talk is a
monthly column in The Guardian produced
by CAWI, the goal of which is to improve the
welfare of owned and unowned companion
animals on P.E.I.
Other members of CAWI are SpayAid, Cat
Action Team, P.E.I. Veterinary Medical Association, PEI Department of Agriculture
and Forestry, P.E.I. 4-H, and Sir James Dunn
Animal Welfare Centre at AVC. For more information, see gov.pe.ca/agriculture/CAWI.
Readers may send questions related to the
well-being of owned and
unowned companion animals
to askcawi@gmail.com.

n HEALTH
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The Lot 11 and Area Watershed Group recently presented their 2018 Watershed Stewardship Award to Gertie
Morrison, who has volunteered for the group for the past 10 years doing special events, field work, educational
programming and creating the group’s mascot, Becky the Beaver. From left are Becky the Beaver (April Annand),
group coordinator Karen Rank, Morrison and board chairwoman Alycia Carr.

n FUNDING

Free nutrition session Hard of Hearing Association,
set for June 20
Cooper Institute receive grants
The Kidney Foundation of Canada, in partnership with United
Way of Prince Edward Island and
Telus Atlantic Canada community board, is hosting public nutrition sessions across the Island.
“What’s on your plate? Healthy
Eating 101” is being presented
by Heather McIver, RD, dietitian
consultant, on Wednesday, June
20, 6:30-8 p.m., at the Murchison
Centre, Blue Room, Charlottetown.
These free sessions are family
friendly, and all ages welcome.
They will feature healthy tips for

every family member by learning
to make small dietary changes,
read labels, modify recipes and
much more.
There will be nutritional advice
for those with diabetes and high
blood pressure (both leading
causes of kidney disease), as well
as resources and recipes to take
home and a draw for a $150 grocery card.
Space is limited. To reserve
a spot, contact Marlene Dorey,
development co-ordinator, at
marlene.dorey@kidney.ca or 902892-9009.

The P.E.I. Hard of Hearing Association and the Cooper Institute are among the recipients of
the Law Foundation of Prince Edward Island grants for 2018.
“The hard of hearing project
promotes ways to improve communications with clients requiring legal services who have
hearing difficulty,” said foundation chair Gary Scales.
“Funding provided to the
Cooper Institute will go towards
developing multi-language legal

information resources for migrant workers and their employers.”
The Foundation also granted
more than $165,000 this year to
support P.E.I.’s provincial law library services and legal information resources, the Community
Legal Information Association,
the bar admissions program and
legal education scholarships.
Projects completed in 2017
included a parenting coordination and family arbitration pilot

project and the development of a
family violence prevention education video geared to newcomers.
The Foundation encourages innovative ideas that advance legal
knowledge and promote access to
justice on P.E.I.
For more information on the
work of the Law Foundation of
P.E.I., visit lawfoundationpei.
ca, or contact executive director
Sheila Lund MacDonald at slm@
lawfoundationpei.ca, or 902-6201763.

Family Centre, Charlottetown, Wednesdays 1:30 p.m. Admission is $2.
There will also be a 50/50 draw.

7:30 p.m., in the basement of St. Pius
X Church, St. Peter’s Road, Charlottetown, with prize, a loonie pot and a
50/50 draw. Bring a partner. Cost: $5
per person.

11:30 am. For information, drop in
to Family Place call 902-436-1348 or
familyplace@eastlink.ca.
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are welcome. Lunch is served.

The Star of the Sea Seniors’ Club,
Sunrise Court in North Rustico, hosts
Auction 45 card parties every Tuesday at 7.30 pm. Includes 50-50 and a
light lunch.

Kensington Lions Crib is every
Tuesday at the Kensington Legion,
30 Garden Ave., 7:30 p.m.

Bridge is played at the Silver
Threads Club in Souris on Tuesdays
at 7 p.m.

Weekly card parties (45s singles)
are at Tracadie Community Centre,
Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m. There is a toonie
pot, and a light lunch will be served.

An ACBL sanctioned duplicate
game is Tuesdays, 7-10 p.m., at the
Haviland Club, Charlottetown, with a
guaranteed partner and fun play, as
well as a mini lesson at 6:30 p.m.
Community of Afton Auction 45s
is Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m., Afton Hall,
1552 Route 19, New Dominion. All

Vernon River Tuesday card play is
at St. Joachim Parish Hall at 7:30 p.m.
Scrabble is played at the Seniors Active Living Centre, Bell Aliant Centre,
UPEI, on Wednesdays at 1 p.m.
Auction/45s is at the Jack Blanchard

Cards are played at St. Francis of Assisi Church in Cornwall on Wednesdays, 7:30 p.m. There is a 50/50 draw
and a loonie prize. Lunch is served.
Please note the last card game of the
season is May 30.
Card parties (45s) are in St. Teresa’s
in the church activity room, Wednesdays, 7:30 p.m. The game is being
played as singles, so a partner is not
necessary. There is a 50/50 draw, and
a light lunch.
St. Pius X Church Knights of Columbus cribbage is Wednesdays,

Recreation

Eastern P.E.I. Shuffleboard Club
meets Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. in
the Cavendish Farms Wellness Centre, 53 Wood Islands Rd., Montague.
New members of all ages welcome.
Get a free lesson and join in the fun.

Classes/health

Kensington Playgroups are being
hosted by Family Place, Murray
Christian Centre on School Street,
Kensington on Wednesdays, 9:30-

Bosom Buddies breastfeeding
support group is offered by Family
Place, 75 Central St., Summerside,
Wednesdays 10-11:30 a.m., in partnership with East Prince Health. To
register, drop in to Family Place,
call 902-436-1348 or familyplace@
eastlink.ca.
New Beginnings Prenatal Group
is being offered by Family Place,
75 Central St., Summerside, Wednesdays 5-7 p.m. This free group is
for expectant parents of all ages.
To register, drop in to Family Place,
call 902-436-1348 or familyplace@
eastlink.ca

