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What is a Contaminated Site 

Å “contaminant” is defined in the EPA 
and includes: 
ï Anything foreign or in excess of the 

natural environment 
 
ï Anything which may affect the 

environment 
 
ï Anything which may be damaging to the 

health  and safety of people, damaging 
to property, or plant and animal life   

 
Å “contaminated sites” are entire 

properties, or areas on properties, 
containing contamination 

Å Legally designated by the EPA under 
the Contaminated Sites Registry 
Regulations 

 
 

 
 

 



Designated Contaminated Sites 

 
Å  An area can be designated a 

contaminated site if  
 
ï Petroleum hydrocarbon concentrations 

meet or exceed concentrations listed in 
the Petroleum Hydrocarbon 
Remediation Regs 
 

ï Non-petroleum contamination (ie. 
Metals) meets or exceeds CCME 
protocols for Environmental and Human 
Health Soil Quality Guidelines 
 

ï  A risk assessment report identifies an 
unacceptable risk  with a contamination 
concentration 

 
 
 

 



Common Contaminated Sites 

ÅCommon Contaminated 
Sites include: 

 
ïHistoric former landfill sites 

ïFormer  C&D sites  

ïResidential and commercial 
properties which had oil spills 
which weren’t cleaned up 

ïBulk Petroleum storage sites, 
service stations with tanks 
that leaked 

ïFormer gun ranges  

  

 

 

 

 



Contaminated Sites Map 
118 registered contaminated sites 

 61 Former landfills  
52 Petroleum  Impacts 

5 Metals Impacts 
 



Canada Wide Accounting Standard 

Å  April 1, 2014 - The Federal Public Sector Accounting Board 
standard on liability for contaminated sites 
 

ÅAll entities including federal, provincial, and municipal 
governments, had to report on this issue. 
 

ÅProvincial AG conducted a value for money audit of the 
management of contaminated sites within the province. 
 

ÅMay of 2014, CLE was audited as the government entity 
responsible for the Contaminated Sites Registry (CSR) 
Regulations under the EPA. 
 



AG’s Recommendations 

Å  In March of 2015, the audit report brought forth nine 
recommendations to CLE to address 

 
Å CLE has been working to fulfill all recommendations through three 

major initiatives: 
 
 1) The development of a new internal policy and upgraded 

database which will better record and track contaminated sites;  
 2) The identification of all contaminated sites that Government 

owns, and for all sites which Government has accepted 
responsibility; and 

 3) Development and implementation a Provincial strategy to assess 
the environmental and human –health risks associated with former 
landfill sites.   
 



Government’s Response to AG’s 
Recommendations 

Å  March , 2016 - TB authorized the creation of a working group 
(Finance, TIE, and CLE) to establish a long-term strategy for 
contaminated sites, focused on assessment and monitoring of 
former landfill sites 
 

ÅWG confirmed the locations of government owned sites, privately 
owned sites, and sites where government may had a degree of 
liability due to historic operational agreements.  
 

ÅWG determined some categorical ranking for the sites using old air 
photos and applying risk factors such as the site’s proximity to 
watercourses/wetlands, nearby potable wells or third-party 
property boundaries. 
 
 
 



Determining Priorities 

Kingsboro – High Priority (3rd party) 
St. Mary’s Road – High Priority 

(Environmental) 



Details of Long Term Strategy 
 

Å 27 Government-owned properties that were used as landfills 
 

Å 54 Privately-owned sites where historical records searched 
confirmed that they were formerly used as landfills 
 

Å 8 private sites where Government has accepted liability 
 

Å Phase II Environmental Site Assessments, done by engineering 
consultants are required on all properties, start with Government 
owned sites 
 

Å Determine whether there is contamination that requires mitigation, 
or if there are no concerns 
 
 
 



Report of the Auditor General of PEI ɀ 2015 
Management of Contaminated Sites 

Main Recommendations 
Respecting Former Landfills 

Status 

Ensure all contaminated sites 
are added to registry 

Ensure all government owned 
/ government responsible 
sites are identified   

Implement strategy for 
assessment and monitoring of 
former landfill sites 

TIE to issue tender for 
assessment work on 
government owned sites in 
June of 2018 



2018/19 Work Plan for Environmental 
Risk Assessment on Former Landfills 

  
Å Select a mix of priority low/medium/high sites from the 27 government owned 

sites first. 
 

Å Request for Proposals to conduct 5-7 ESA’s  as part of the landfill site assessment 
strategy  
 

Å TIE to issue tender (June/July 2018 ) for assessment work to be completed by 
recognized environmental site professionals. 

 
Å Once some information and actual costs are collected on these sites, establish a 

work plan for the remaining sites. 
 
Å CLE also in the process of contacting owners of other non-government sites that 

require designation to the CS registry. 
 
  



Useful Website Links 

 

Contaminated sites Map  

https://www.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=42a53563070
64c1ab6abbf206c8dca5d&extent=-64.5641,45.6576,-61.8725,47.2525 

 

Search for a contaminated site 

https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/service/search-online-contaminated-
site 

 

Contaminated Sites Summary 

https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/sites/default/files/publications/contamin
ated_sites_summary_september_13-2017.pdf  
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