Municipal Government Act (MGA) Dissolution Process (See Part 2 of the MGA for full description of the process)
 The following timeline highlights the general process to be followed upon receipt of an application to dissolve a municipality
 It is based on the maximum length of time allotted to each step in the MGA.

Step 1

Proposal to
dissolve is
submitted to IRAC
by the Minister or
a Council of a
municipality

The Minister may have
a study prepared to
investigate other
options for the
municipality

Proposal Content
 A statement
specifying the
intent to dissolve
the reasons for the
proposal
 A list of affected
municipalities and
unincorporated
areas
 A plan for the
winding up of the
municipality

Mediation
Not
Required

Step 2

Step 3

Step 4

Step 5

IRAC must
provide
notice of
proposal
within 45
days of
receiving it

Objection
may be
submitted, in
writing, to
IRAC within
30 days of
notice – if
mailed, it is
deemed to be
received 10
days after
date it was
sent

IRAC may hold
a public hearing
if an objection
is filed –
however it
must hold a
hearing if the
Minister has
determined
there is
significant
public interest

IRAC submits recommendations report to Minister within 45 days of
public hearing or if no public hearing is held, within 45 days from the
date for filing an objection
Minister makes recommendations to the LGIC.* The LGIC makes decision
and specifies the process to be followed or denies the proposal. (LGIC has
up to 6 months to make the decision and may order an extension in
writing).
A municipality cannot be dissolved until the LGIC is satisfied that proper
steps have been taken to wind up the municipality including the sale or
transfer of assets and payment of debts.
On dissolution, all remaining property and assets of the municipality will
be transferred to the Province under any terms and conditions ordered
by the LGIC. All taxes owing to the municipality are deemed to be owed
to the Province as of the date of dissolution.

Mediation
Is
Required

*LGIC – Lieutenant Governor in Council

Step 2

Step 3

Step 4

Step 5

IRAC must
provide notice
of proposal
within 45 days
of receiving it

Objection
may be
submitted, in
writing, to
IRAC within
30 days of
notice – if
mailed, it is
deemed to be
received 10
days after
date it was
sent

IRAC may hold a
public hearing if
an objection is
filed

If an objection
is filed by
another
municipality,
IRAC must
appoint a
mediator with
30 days

IRAC must hold
a hearing if the
Minister has
determined
there is
significant
public interest

Mediation
must begin
within 30 days

Step 6
Mediator must file a report
with IRAC within 60 days
If, despite mediation, the
objection is unresolved IRAC
must hold a public hearing
within 30 days
IRAC submits
recommendations report to
Minister within 45 days

