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This funding program was designed to support the development of artistic practice of PEI artists 
through a competitive award system. The process for assessment is modeled after the best 
practice of using peer juries to select successful projects and award funding amounts. This 
round of funding competition was able to support 17 projects in total.  

Stats: 
Number of eligible applications received: 66 
Number of projects funded: 17 
Total amount requested: $313,655.00 
Total amount available to be awarded: $50,000.00 

By Discipline: 
Visual Arts: 5 
Interdisciplinary: 1 
Film and Media Arts: 2 
Music: 6 
Theatre: 2 
Writing and Publishing: 1 

By Artist Type: 
Established: 10 
Emerging: 7 
Amateur: 0 

By Grant type: 
Creation: 9 
Dissemination: 4 
Professional Development: 4 
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Successful Applicants 
 
Rachel Beck  
Dissemination Grant, Established Artist, Music, $2500 
This grant will cover a performance of songs from a new album with a full band, including a 
strings section, at a free, all-ages hometown CD release concert at St. Paul's Church. The goal 
of the project is to share new music and connect with community in an acoustically beautiful, 
barrier-free space with professional sound and lighting. 
 
 
Shawnte Burrell 
Professional Development, Emerging, Interdisciplinary, $1900 
This grant will support attending a 1-week intensive advanced course in professional 
fashion/theatre makeup arts in New York City. 
 
 
Mille Clarkes 
Professional Development Grant, Established, Film, $1775 
A one-week immersive mentorship program in which Millefiore Clarkes (filmmaker/editor) is 
guided through the fundamentals of After Effects and video compositing with a filmmaker/ 
post-production expert. 
 
Jason “Lenny” Gallant 
Creation Grant, Emerging, Visual Arts, $4025 
The proposed visual arts collection titled "The Cost of Living" will create a visual 
representation of the equivalent value of artwork to meet two individual's basic needs for 
one month. The project will explore inequity in incomes, cost of living and the 
commodification of artwork. 
 
Nikki Gallant 
Creation Grant, Emerging, Music, $2500  
This grant will support the recording of an EP with 6 songs. The works chosen will be from an 
ongoing writing project that will produce 30 new songs composed by guitar, piano, and other 
methods. 
 
John Hopkins  
Dissemination Grant, Established, Film, $1000  
To disseminate and attend an international film festival to present the documentary film Bluefin 
and participate in after-screening Q & A session. 
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Jennifer Gillis 
Professional Development Grant, Established, Music, $2500 
This project will engage choral clinician, Dr. Janet Brenneman, in a 2 day workshop in 
February 2018. The workshop will be used to prepare Sirens to represent PEI at Podium, 
Canada's national choral conference, in performance, July 2018 in St. John’s, NL. 
 
Monica Lacey 
Creation Grant, Emerging, Visual Arts, $4000 
A conceptual photography portrait series created through pop-up studio sessions in public 
locations. The project will pose questions about the constructs of personal identity via an 
exploration of commonality and shared experience. 
 
Jeana MacIsaac 
Professional Development Grant, Established, Theatre, $1600 
This grant will offset costs to work as an Apprentice Stage Manager for Salt Water Moon at 
Neptune Theatre in Halifax in January 2018. This opportunity will allow me to gain my final 
Equity credit, become a full union member and enabling me to further my professional career 
on Prince Edward Island. 
 
Norma  MacLean 
Dissemination Grant, Emerging, Visual Arts, $1200 
To have custom floating frames made for a solo exhibition to open in January 2018 at the 
Confederation Centre Art Gallery. This will be my first solo exhibition since graduation with a 
BFA from NSCAD in 2011 and will include works made while at the Banff Centre on residency 
in winter 2016. 
 
Catherine MacLellan 
Creation Grant, Established, Music, $5000 
To create a new album of original material which will be recorded and produced at Dunk River 
Sound studio in PEI to be released in fall of 2018. The Album, Coyote, will be an exploration of 
nature and well-being through music, using the landscape surrounding Catherine’s home. 
 
Sadie McCarney 
Creation Grant, Emerging, Writing and Publishing, $1000 
This grant will support the development of "Nervous Systems", a book-length found poetry 
project that reconfigures and reimagines the text of the poet's mental health records. 
 
Jim O’Leary 
Creation Grant, Established, Music, $5000 
To compose a ‘P.E.I. Folk Song Suite’ for community concert band. 
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Matt Putnam (Nudie) 
Creation Grant, Established, Music, $3500 
To compose ten original songs with the theme 'Love & Money' for the purpose of recording a 
third solo album. 
 
Megan Stewart 
Creation Grant, Emerging, Theatre, $5000 
The River Clyde Pageant is an outdoor, community-created theatre project. This grant will 
support the shift of our thematic focus to address migrations of people and wildlife in the 
region, and the transformations that occur in the space where the water meets the land. A 
new performance structure will include a seated audience, more water-based elements, and 
a long-table community meal following the show. 
 
Glen Strickey 
Dissemination Grant, Established, Visual Arts, $2500 
Dissemination of photography from the past year photographing the Buddhist monks of PEI 
as well as from a 4 month trip to 10 countries in Southeast Asia from February to June to take 
place at the Guild gallery December 2017. This exhibit shares with audiences the 
compassionate and tireless motivations behind various spiritual practices and monumental 
sites, exploring the theme of motivation to showcase visions of goodness, commitment, and 
peace. 
 
Brenda Whiteway 
Creation Grant, Established, Visual Arts, $5000 
The White Sands PEI Shoreline Project is a visual exploration of a two-acre site, once the 
home of my maternal grandparents’ small farm and fishing livelihood, located along the 
Northumberland Strait, by using a timeline which follows the seasons and documents the 
transitory nature and shifting patterns of life, culturally and ecologically. 
 
 
 
Process for Selection of Grant Awards 
The Director of Cultural Development  oversaw the administration of this funding program. The 
program used a “peer assessment” model where a jury of six peers reviewed all applications 
and then were brought together to assess each application on the following criteria: 
 
Artistic Merit 25 points 
Questions the artist(s) should be able to answer within this section: 
Why do I/we make art? Why am I a musician/film-maker/visual artist etc? 
What is my arts practice about (a general statement that speaks to an overarching vision?) 
Where is this project situated within my practice and does it demonstrate growth of my 
practice? 
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Other things to consider - are the concepts in language that is understandable (not too jargon 
filled, academic) 
Is this about business or about artistic merit? 
  
Achievability 15 points 
Does the artist(s) have a track record of successfully completing projects? Does the plan seem 
reasonable? Is their budget sufficient? Does the artist have a well thought out timeline?  
  
Impact 10 points 
This criteria relates to impact for the PEI Arts community. Essentially the question is: Will the 
project contribute to PEI arts? It can be understood in many ways: growth of the individual 
artist/group, raising the profile of the artist within the community, contributing to the growth 
of the arts community, or raising the profile of PEI arts outside of the province. 
 
Selection of Jury 
 Jury members were solicited from an open call for applications. Jury members represented a 
mix of disciplines and experience in the arts community. The jurors were: 
Nathan Wiley (Music) 
Brian Sharp (Film) 
Linda Wigmore (Writing, Theatre) 
Katharine MacDonald (Arts Administration) 
Alexander Reuss (Visual Arts, Craft) 
Louise Lalonde (Film, Writing) 
 
Timeline for Fall 2017 Arts Grants: 
September 25th: Call for applications/jury members open 
October 25: Deadline for applications  
October 27-November 13: Jury reviews applications 
November 15:  Jury meets face to face for adjudication 
November 16: Results communicated to applicants 
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