Final Report for fall 2018
PEI Artist Grants

December 5, 2018

Economic Development
& Tourism

This funding program was designed to support the development of artistic practice of PEI artists
through a competitive award system. The process for assessment is modeled after the best
practice of using peer juries to select successful projects and award funding amounts. This
round of funding competition was able to support 14 projects in total.

Stats:

Number of eligible applications received: 66
Number of projects funded: 14
Total amount requested: $308,889.22
Total amount available to be awarded: $50,000.00

By Discipline:

Visual Arts: 3
Interdisciplinary: 1
Film and Media Arts: 1
Music: 5
Writing and Publishing: 1
Theatre: 2
Arts Admin: 1

By Artist Type:
Established: 8
Emerging: 6
Amateur: 0

By Grant type:

Creation: 8
Dissemination: 3
Professional Development: 3
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Successful Applicants
Megan Stewart
Creation, Theatre, $8000.00
To create the 2019 River Clyde Pageant, an outdoor, community-created theatre project led by
producer and co-director Megan Stewart in collaboration with co-director Ker Wells.
Ariel Sharrat
Professional Development, Music, $2000.00
To undertake an apprenticeship as an audio engineer in Ramsgate, UK.
Mark Sandiford
Professional Development, Arts Admin, $2500.00
The project is to participate in the five-day Contextual Intelligence Leadership Intensive
program at the Banff Centre for Arts and Creativity in Banff, Alberta from April 28 to May 2,
2019 and deliver a lunch and learn session on PEI immediately following.
Melissa Peter Paul
Creation, Visual Arts, $7000.00
Explore 8 of the traditional and non-traditional art forms that are mainly used in the Mi'kmaq
Arts to create 8 pieces of art, in 8 different mediums.
Kelly Casely
Creation, Interdisciplinary, $2300.00
To create site specific theatre event will explore the relationship early Island settlers had with
both the land and the Mi'kmaq people.
Oakar Myint (Shed Sessions)
Dissemination, Film/Media, $2000.00
To create series of live music performances in a small Charlottetown shed that result in a series
of videos and audio recordings.
Jim O’Leary
Dissemination, Music, $1100.00
To attend rehearsals and the Atlantic Canadian concert premiere of the artist’s music for
Saxophone Quartet in St. John's, Newfoundland.
Margot Rejskind
Professional Development, Music, $2000.00
Develop professional skills in the area of the business of choral music.
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Evan Furness
Creation, Visual Arts, $4000.00
"Movements in a room" is a mixed media installation that combines painting, sculpture, and
audio to document a series of private performances and explore the idea of a venue.
Lenny Gallant
Creation, Visual Arts, $4000.00
To create a visual representation of worth and value through art pieces and graphs, using
material from a collapsed community ice rink.
Colin Buchanan
Creation, Music, $5000.00
To create a debut album that will search the far corners of the artist’s craft to fully express their
individual voice.
Rob Macdonald
Dissemination, Theatre, $2000.00
To produce and direct four presentations of one-act plays written by the artist.
Emilee Sorrey (Sorrey)
Creation, Music $3600.00
To create a debut full-length album that will be written, produced, and recorded in
Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island, to be released by the artist in spring of 2019.
Deirdre Kessler
Creation, Writing/Publishing, $4500.00
Winnowed, Revised, and Ready for the World: Three years of poems created during the artist’s
poet laureateship, 2016-2018, with a section of County-Kerry-inspired poems to be completed
during a return trip to Ireland.
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Process for Selection of Grant Awards

The Director of Cultural Development oversees the administration of this funding program. A
contracted program administrator coordinated the grant applications and jury selection,
process. The program used a “peer assessment” model where a jury of six peers reviewed all
applications and then were brought together to assess each application on the following
criteria:
Artistic Merit 25 points
Questions the artist(s) should be able to answer within this section:
Why do I/we make art? Why am I a musician/film-maker/visual artist etc?
What is my arts practice about (a general statement that speaks to an overarching vision?)
Where is this project situated within my practice and does it demonstrate growth of my
practice?
Other things to consider - are the concepts in language that is understandable (not too jargon
filled, academic)
Is this about business or about artistic merit?
Achievability 15 points
Does the artist(s) have a track record of successfully completing projects? Does the plan seem
reasonable? Is their budget sufficient? Does the artist have a well thought out timeline?
Impact 10 points
This criteria relates to impact for the PEI Arts community. Essentially the question is: Will the
project contribute to PEI arts? It can be understood in many ways: growth of the individual
artist/group, raising the profile of the artist within the community, contributing to the growth
of the arts community, or raising the profile of PEI arts outside of the province.

Selection of Jury

Jury members were solicited from an open call for applications. Jury members represented a
mix of disciplines and experience in the arts community. The jurors were:
Pan Wendt (Curator/Interdisciplinary)
Rilla Marshall (Craft)
Patricia Bourque (Indigenous/Visual Arts)
Adam Perry (Film)
Jane Ledwell (Writing)
Monica Lacey (Visual Arts/Interdisciplinary)
Timeline for Fall 2018 PEI Arts Grants:
September 26: Call for applications/jury members open
October 24: Deadline for applications
October 26 – November 13: Jury reviews applications
November 16: Jury meets face to face for adjudication
November 19: Results communicated to applicants
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