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ACTIONS TO DATE: FALL/WINTER 2018/2019
•	 Continued surveillance and quarterly public and 

national reporting of opioid-related overdoses and 
deaths. Surveillance of opioid-related overdoses 
enhanced by introduction of provincial fentanyl 
screening tests for overdose cases in PEI emergency 
departments in November 2018.

•	 Continued distribution of Take Home Naloxone (THN) 
kits to sites to provide to individuals at risk  
of opioid-related overdoses for free, with 900 THN kits 
distributed from June 2017 until the end of March 2019.

•	 Conducted survey with providers who distribute 
naloxone kits for the THN program in the community. 
The majority of respondents strongly agreed that the 
THN program was effective and is saving the lives 
of those who are at highest risk of opioid-related 
overdoses. 

•	 Shared messages on harm reduction and public safety 
tips related to opioids with general public as well as 
with people at risk of opioid-related overdoses, with 
posters, videos and social media posts. 

•	 Signed bilateral agreement (Emergency Treatment Fund) 
with federal government to improve access to and build 
on existing treatment services for people with opioid 
use disorder over the next five years. This involves the 
following goals: 1) continuing to support improved 
access to buprenorphine/naloxone,   
2) increasing client support networks by training people 
with lived and living experience to support peers 
receiving treatment for problematic opioid-related 
substance use, 3) enhancing PEI’s Telehealth capacity 
by implementing a secure video connection between 
community outreach staff and centrally located 
physicians, and  4) implementing a mobile service to 
serve Opioid Replacement Therapy (ORT) clients in their 
home communities.

•	 Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome information package for 
new parents and caregivers finalized. 

•	 Opioid Replacement Therapy Committee began 
developing provincial ORT guidelines and standards for 
measurement, monitoring and outpatient induction to 
treatment.  

•	 Began a trial bus service from Charlottetown to  
Mt Herbert Addictions Treatment Program, free for 
clients, to facilitate access to ORT services.

•	 Finalized first annual prescription monitoring report on 
narcotics.

ACTIONS TO COME: SPRING/SUMMER 2019
•	 ORT Committee to continue developing provincial 

ORT guidelines and standards for measurement, 
monitoring and outpatient induction to treatment.

•	 Coordinator to begin planning and development of 
Emergency Treatment Fund initiative.

•	 Publish second annual prescription monitoring report 
on narcotics (with 2018 data). 

•	 Establish prescription monitoring program oversight 
committee, with stakeholders including professional 
regulatory bodies. 

•	 Continue to work with HPEI to support the formation 
of a multi-stakeholder committee to address pain 
management services, practices and education.

For more information on the opioid situation in PEI, opioid 
treatment, naloxone, needle exchange, and more, please visit: 

PrinceEdwardIsland.ca/opioids
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