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Introduction 
The first draft of the Prince Edward Island Water Act Water Well Construction Regulations were released 
in 2019 as one of the four sets of regulations required to operationalize the Act.  The purpose of the 
Well Construction Regulations is to establish standards for well construction and the qualifications of 
individuals engaged in the business of well construction. Collectively these measures are intended to 
ensure that groundwater supplies in the province are constructed to the highest standards, and are 
capable of providing safe and sustainable water supplies to residents of the Province.  
 
What’s Changed? 
Since the release of the first consultation draft of the Well Construction Regulations, the draft has been 
available for online public comments and government has met with members of the well drilling 
industry to discuss the proposed regulations.  The second consultation draft of the Well Construction 
Regulations has been prepared with the intention that it will be implemented along with the other three 
initial regulations under the Water Act.  While both drafts are available on the government website for 
in-depth comparison, the following document focuses on areas of change for the second draft. 
 
SECTIONS 3 and 5 - LICENCES AND PERMIT 
Section 3 now includes a provision allowing the Minister to issue a well driller’s license to an applicant 
that has less than 1500 hours drilling experience in PEI, with the condition that they be restricted to 
constructing closed-loop wells until they have acquired the 1500 hours required for an un-restricted 
license. The previous draft had no exception to the requirement for 1500 hours drilling experience in 
PEI. 
 
Section 5 describes the circumstances under which it required to acquire a well permit prior to 
constructing a well. A new subsection has been added whereby a well permit is required prior to drilling 
a series of 5 wells, or a total depth of 250 metres from a series of wells as part of a closed-loop 
geothermal system. This measure is to ensure that the Department is aware of any large scale 
geothermal projects in advance of their construction. 
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